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Group Scout Leader 

 

A successful year of Scouting for the whole 

Group, celebrated in remarkable fashion by an 

Easter Celebration of Life mass at St Paul’s 

Church Bromley in honour of our beloved 

Group Quartermaster and Scout Leader of 

over 55 years - John Blair Potter. The event 

was attended by over a hundred ex Scouts, 

friends and leader’s past and present to see JP 

‘go home’. The service was streamed live over 

YouTube across the globe to members of the 

47th Beckenham and 5th Beckenham South 

who could not attend in person. Festivities 

moved on to our Scout hut where tea and 

cake was served as John would have wanted 

before the natural migration took place to the 

Jolly Woodman pub. 

 

John Potter 1936 – 2024.  

A true gentleman, role model, mentor and 

friend. Deeply missed, never forgotten. 

5th Beckenham South Food Bank 2020 

 

All sections have surpassed the Scout 

Association minimum policy of operating 

standards despite relentless changes to Policy 

Organisation Rules and extra additions to risk 

assessment requirements and adventurous 

activity permits.  

The new hierarchy structure still looms within 

Scouting, changing traditional role titles 

across the Group and bringing training and 

volunteer recruitment and retention kicking 

and screaming into the 21st century with 

updated online training and streamlined paths 

to earning Wood Badges. Beta versions are in 

testing and the launch date sits at around 

December 2024. 

Beavers continue to flourish with numbers 

and adventures, joining in with Bromley 

District events such as Easter Egg hunt, 

Fryland’s Fun Day and running their own 

successful winter and summer sleepovers too. 

Cubs also continue to grow their leadership 

team and adventures with a chilly winter 

camp and a Cub led Whitsun (Group) camp 

joined by Beavers for one night and a small 

contingency of Scouts as new teams grew 

together through the common enjoyment of 

camping. 

Scouts summer camped in Deal and seemingly 

had all of the sunshine for another successful 

week under canvas. 

Our partnered Explorer Unit went 

international for 2024 and visited Iceland, 

camping at Úlfljótsvatn Scout Centre for 5 

nights in the rain and then ending the camp in 

Dalur HI Youth Hostel staying for two nights 

exploring Reykjavík. 

In the Easter term break, we turned to a local 

ex Fifth Scout who as an electrician was 

endorsed by St Edmunds Church for his 

quality of work and charged him with a full 

electrical inspection of our premises and 

quotation for renewing our electrics from the 

ground up. We also investigated with UK 

Power Networks upgrading our electrical feed 

to future proof our premises and the planned 

development work that sits in our long-term 
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strategic plan. The works were carried out 

impeccably and quotes included adding 

replacement heating to our Scout hut to make 

the winter months a little bit more 

comfortable for section meetings. 

Over the Christmas term break, the Explorer 

section with their Leaders spent a few days 

painting our main hut and jet-washing the 

exterior grounds and walls, learning some life 

skills and earning a sense of pride in our 

Group HQ. 

 

The New Year brings new energy to the 

Group, after the setbacks of last year we are 

moving forward with refreshing our HQ and 

bolstering our section teams and young 

member numbers, submitting another annual 

census to the Scout Association that speaks 

volumes for the continued success of The 

Fifth. 

Adam Young 
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Beaver Scouts (6-8yrs) 

Pippin Colony was once again led by Dave 

Barber, Spencer Coward and Paul Blewer, 

assisted by our Young Leaders Henry, Josh, 

Amelia and Scarlett, with William joining later 

in the year. 

Merry colony was led by Helen Langston, Lee 

Anderson and John Noakes, with Young 

Leaders Ursula, Joe and James. 

 

Our numbers started lower at the start of the 

year, but ended up slightly above 

expectations. 

We provided a healthy and varied 

programme: 

Summer term 2024: 

• The main event was attending our Group 

Camp in May camp at Cudham Shaws  

• 18 Beavers attended overnight 

• Activities included climbing, the assault 

course, cave bus, games, exploring and 

the campfire 

• Badgework included the Communicator 

and Safety badges 

 

Autumn term 2024: 

• Badgework this term included the World 

Challenge award and Emergency Aid 

badge 

• The Beavers enjoyed Halloween activities 

at the hut, and many took part in clearing 

the park on Sunday morning after our 

annual fireworks display 

• Remembrance Day parade saw 19 

Beavers take part in the parade through 

Beckenham 

• Winter camp was held at Frylands Wood 

with 26 Beavers and 4 Young Leaders 

attending overnight. Activities included 

Giant Games, Soft Tomahawks, a nature 

walk, orienteering, the campfire, group 

and solo performances, Xmas crafts and a 

visit from Santa! 

Spring term 2025: 

• Chinese New Year was celebrated, and 

the Beavers learned about the Year of 

the Snake 

• Pancakes were enjoyed at the start of 

Lent with a variety of fillings 

• St Patrick’s Day and Mother’s Day were 

celebrated 

• We concentrated on the Teamwork 

Challenge Award plus the Experiment 

and International badges 

 

A busy and enjoyable year that saw 9 Beavers 

achieve their Chief Scout Bronze Award. 

Our thanks, as always, go to our parents who 

have supported us throughout. 

Dave Barber & Helen Langston 
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Cubs (8-10½ yrs) 

The year for cubs has been a busy one and we 

have continued to meet weekly and work on 

badges.  We have had three camps, Whitsun 

2024 in Cudham Shaws with the beavers 

joining us for a night, and scouts camping in 

the adjacent field, our winter camp in January 

2025 and a further night in March 2025.  

 

Numbers have remained steady with 24 cubs 

in each pack.  We have lost some leaders, and 

new ones have joined us, so the team is now 

Anna, Liz, Matthew, Andrew, Olivia and 

Laurie.  A huge thank you to Ray and Sinead 

for all they have contributed to cubs over the 

last 3 years and look forward to seeing you on 

camps.  We continue to have support from 

our YL’s who are a great asset in cubs.  

 

The highlight of the year, as always is our 

Whitsun camp and in May we once again did a 

joint camp with beavers and scouts.  A great 

weekend full of activities including backwoods 

cooking, campfires, archery, air rifles, 

tomahawks and a bouncy castle. 

Our weekly meetings have seen a variety of 

activities, including cooking challenges, 

pioneering, shelter building, fires, and the end 

of summer term our water slide evening.   We 

had a great day out at the docklands scout 

project in July 2024 trying out dinghy sailing, 

rowing, canoeing and some of the cubs went 

on the yacht in the amazing setting of Canary 

Wharf.  We also had an evening in the spring 

term at Laser Quest. 

Autumn term saw us completing our chef’s 

badge and learning some home skills.  We 

joined the group Remembrance Day parade.  

We had our annual Winter camp at Frylands 

in January with a theme of space and did 

activities from astronaut training, egg landing 

crafts to making our own model of the solar 

system and learning about the phases of the 

moon with Oreos. 

In February we attended the District DIY 

badge day and made pencil cases or bird 

boxes and learnt how to use the tools (closely 

supervised!) 

 

We had another overnight stay in Wilberforce 

in March (in preparation for our Trip to Disney 

in May 2025) and our final activity of the year 

was to the planetarium at Greenwich where 

we made our own solar systems to complete 

the space badge and had fun in the park 

afterwards. 

Liz Martin & Anna Clough 
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Scouts (10½ - 14yrs) 

Both troops continue to flourish with Thunder 

(Thursday) led by Tim Younge and Lightning 

(Friday) led by Andy Dawe. The core team of 

scout leaders includes Spencer, Alistair, 

Andrew S, Ray, Dickie, CJ, Matthew and Joan 

and others on an ad hoc basis. Almost 30 

scouts with leaders attended the regular 

Group Whitsun camp at Cudham Shaws 

activities including Archery, Air Rifles, 

inflatable assault course, laser tag, blackwood 

cooking, and climbing.  

 

Our summer camp at Betteshanger - a camp 

site just outside Deal - challenged the scouts 

to green field camping, with just running 

water and portable toilets. We enjoyed many 

activities on site including archery, rifles, 

tomahawk throwing, cooking Spatchcock 

chicken on open fires, sleeping in Hammocks, 

a self-made bivouac and having the freedom 

to roam around the local woods. The busy 

week also included day trips out to Port 

Lympne safari Park, a skateboard park and 

swimming in the local Swimming pool and a 

day out to the beach. On the last night of 

camp, we all had fish and chips on the 

seafront and the scouts slept out under the 

stars. 

 

Gilwell park hosted our annual winter camp 

this year, with the scouts braving the cold for 

a weekend in January. The frost on the ground 

outside didn’t stop us from getting involved in 

everything from high ropes to archery, team 

building to backwards cooking, or 

orienteering to climbing, with a cosy film in 

the evening.  

My particular thanks to Tim for organizing 

amazing both events. 

Other trips include an always-popular 

weekend at Alton towers and a Scout-led 

weekend on Roseanne, a Canal boat based at 

Leighton Bussard on the Grand union, 

alongside a water sports day and a short stay 

at Wilberforce campsite. These supplement a 

busy, varied programme of troop evenings 

including, cooking, first aid, games nights, 

knots, lighting fires and cooking on them, 

water slide night, Laser Tag, and several patrol 

leaders showing their leadership in our Patrol 

leaders’ night. On our last troop night before 

Christmas the Scouts were treated to a trip to 

the local 10 pin bowling for a few games and 

pizza to celebrate the year. 

We are only able to do this because of a 

fantastic team of leaders, adults and parents 

giving up their free time, energy and skills. We 

would like to thank all the leaders and 

occasional helpers who have helped 

throughout the year to achieve all of this as 

we look forward to 2025. 

Matthew Martin 
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Fireworks & Easter Egg Hunt 

 

We continued our organisation of the annual 

Beckenham Fireworks display and the Easter 

Egg Hunt in Croydon Road Recreation Ground 

and were very pleased to raise a record 

amount for local charities – over £80,000.  

This is only possible with a huge commitment 

from the group and our many volunteers, and 

the continued support of the local 

community, to whom we offer our very 

grateful thanks. 

www.beckenhamfireworks.com 




















