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 5th Beckenham South Scout Group – Trustees Report 2016/17 

Another wonderful year flew by for the Scout Group with two sections for Beavers, Cubs 

and Scouts and a very close relationship with our very successful explorer unit. 

Camps, trips and other adventures happened as usual with all sections offered multiple 

opportunities for nights away but we also threw in a trip to Austria for 63 members! Thanks 

to the dedication of our volunteers and the enthusiasm of our young people, we saw more 

young people than ever before wearing the brown and blue scarf. 

We are the biggest scout group in Bromley and that brings its own challenges. Our support 

team is small and our treasurer is remarkable. A scout group could survive without a section 

or two or a scout hut but if the accounts are not done, it will fail in months if not weeks. This 

year's accounts include an international and our first year running the Beckenham Fireworks 

in the Park,  

At very short notice, Don Mullane rallied the leaders and convinced the exec to run the 

Fireworks for Beckenham at Croydon Road Rec. We ran the event safely and profitably and 

Don should be very proud of himself as he goes for bigger and better next year! Profits were 

shared with community groups and causes.  

Our secretary manages our waiting list with tact, delicacy and efficiency - it is by far the 

worst job in the group to refuse places to dozens of youngsters. 

John looks after our hut and is a constant presence at meetings. In the past few years, we 

have seen new windows, roofs, heating, floors, toilets and more. John has done all of this 

himself and either got his hands dirty or occasionally supervising contractors. 

Out minibus is still breaking even compared to hiring commercially but it will need careful 

consideration when the time comes for replacement 

Austria was an amazing event. 63 of us went to Mattsee camp at Zellhof. 10 days of amazing 

adventure followed as the leadership team drove hundreds of miles across Germany and 

Austria.  How can be better it in 2019? Keep 'em peeled. 

Chris Elmer, Group Scout Leader 

Beavers - Merry 

Our section was skilfully led by Badger (Lisa) up until the end of the summer term when she 
handed over the reins to her talented successor Chip (Maddi). They have been supported by 
a great team of adult helpers and some highly committed Young Leaders. 

The colony continues to be very popular and hosts 24 Beavers who have excellent 
attendance. 
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Working towards Challenge badges the Beavers have worked well in teams to complete 
tasks including construction activities, creative cooking and outdoor obstacles which tested 
out their physical endurance and mental agility. Independent challenges were set which 
included Beavers completing tasks at home and reporting back to the colony. 

7 Beavers were awarded their Chief Scout Bronze Award. 

In Spring we attended the District Easter Egg Hunt and had an exciting day of kayaking, 
which was the first Beavers’ water activity that many had experienced. Visiting Emma’s 
Pottery Parlour in West Wickham brought out the creative side, allowing Beavers to 
decorate a mug in their own style and receive the glazed masterpiece at the next meeting. 

The Summer Sleepover in June at Waylands Camp was for 2 nights and shared with the 
Pippin Colony.  The attendance figures were high and new friendships were formed as 
Beavers from both colonies worked together to learn new skills and play team games. 
Sleeping in Teepees, this camp provided many Beavers with their first nights away badge. 
Learning bush craft, fire making skills and trekking through the woods, the Beavers were 
treated to a lively campfire hosted by the Young Leaders and a barbeque provided by the 
Cub leaders.   

Autumn brought a joint hike with Pippin colony around the High Elms Country Park. An 
opportunity to explore nature and learn some of the rules of group hikes. In November the 
Beavers showed their respect by attending the Remembrance Day parade, as well as a 
church parade at St Edmund’s Church. 

Our Christmas sleepover in December at Wilberforce Scout Camp was lots of fun with arts 
and craft activities, making smores on open fires, a visit from Santa, movie night and of 
course a memorable campfire led by our amazing Young Leaders.  

None of this could happen without the continuous support of the Merry adults and Young 
Leaders. Chip has settled in well to her new role and is full of enthusiasm and new ideas. We 
are also grateful for the continued support of our Merry parents. 

 

Beavers – Pippin 

Dave, Spencer and Alison were again assisted by two young leaders, Lizzie and Charlie. 

The colony maintained its numbers throughout this period at 24. 

A busy itinerary saw the beaver scouts not only attend each week but also took part in a 

variety of outdoor activities. 

In May, with Merry colony, 20 beaver scouts took part in kayaking for the first time at 

Pinewood Scout Centre and all earned their water activities stage one badge. 

June saw 13 beaver scouts attend Frylands Scout Centre’s Pirate Funday – activities included 

archery, air rifles, obstacle course, bouncy castles and a hike through the woods. 

In early July we combined again with Merry colony for our summer camp. This was held at 

Wilberforce Scout Centre in Keston and the beaver scouts enjoyed sleeping in tents, making 

fires, cooking smores over the fires and of course the camp fire. 
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This was the first time that the colonies had combined for a sleepover and, ably assisted by 

other group leaders, it was a great success. 

Later in July, 12 beavers attended the District run Adventure Award day at Frylands where 

they took part in wall climbing, bouldering, archery, roasting marshmallows, following a 

trail, building dens, obstacle course building sandcastles and a treasure hunt. All received 

their Adventure badge. 

After the summer holidays, 6 beavers achieved their swimming badge stage 1 award by 

taking part in the District run event. 

In November, 18 beaver scouts were taken to Beckenham Fire Station on a Sunday 

afternoon and enjoyed learning more about firefighting and, of course, getting to use the 

hose! 

Also in November, 15 attended the Remembrance Day parade with the rest of the group. 

13 came to the Winter Camp in December which was held at Frylands Wood, for 5 of whom 

this was their first experience of staying away from their families. They played games, tried 

their hands at Xmas crafts and sang around the camp fire, plus the night time ramble in the 

dark with their torches, which they thoroughly enjoyed. 

In the new year, 17 attended the Easter Egg hunt at Downe Scout centre. They successfully 

completed lots of challenges and deserved their chocolate eggs. We were by far the biggest 

group in attendance and the beavers were all brilliantly behaved, setting a great example 

for the 5th. 

As well as these outdoor events, the beavers also worked hard towards their challenge 

awards with 9 achieving their Bronze Chief Scouts badges. 

A busy and enjoyable year with lots of fun. 

A final word goes to the parents who kindly assisted on many of the events, for which we 

are very grateful. 

 

Cubs 

2016 saw the Cub Scout 100th anniversary with events and activities laid on by District and 

County alike. 

We took the Cubs to Frylands Wood Scout activity centre for their Pirate Funday where they 

took part in climbing, archery, laser tag, air rifles, abseiling, tunnels and more. 

In May, Cubs had a water activity day at Docklands where they had a taste of kayaking, 

canoeing, sailing and rowing and fortunately had lovely weather for it too. 
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Our Whitsun camp was again in Dorking, which led into our summer term of Shortlands 

local knowledge quiz and activity badge, Fitness Challenge badge and when the weather was 

with us we had lots of outdoor adventure returning to Frylands Woods for fire lighting and 

wide games.  

Our summer term reached crescendo with summer evenings spent doing archery and 

having water fights, although not simultaneously. 

With Autumn came indoor activities, baking and Quasar and as Christmas approached we 

prepared to say BRAVO, thank you and farewell (although not goodbye) to Akela and winter 

camp was again at Frylands Wood but with outdoor activities funded by the Group including 

Climbing, rifles and assault course.   

As the new year came around we had a shuffle of leaders to cover both pack meeting nights. 

It took a little while for the Cubs to become accustom to the new leadership model but 

plans were duly made to make the coming year a spectacular adventure for them.  

 

Scouts 

Both troops continued to flourish. Thunder is still led by Chris Elmer with Nick Chrumka as 

his able assistant but this year we have been joined by Tim Younge who has been a brilliant 

addition to the team. We are grateful to all our Thursday leaders for their hard work. 

Adrian, Oliver, Daphne and an array of other helpers are vital to the section. 

Adam is leader of Lightning and has a solid team of help from Don and Alex but is looking for 

more volunteers. 

A special mention goes to John without whom both sections would struggle and who makes 

so much possible. 

A busy 12 months has included (in chronological order) 

• A Winter Camp at Frylands including snow and sledging! 

• Geocaching 

• A mannequin Challenge 

• Narrowboating 

• Fake wounds makeup 

• Burger and milkshake night 

• Nerf night 

• Water night 
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Summer Camp in Austria that included amazing watersports, an insane zip line, a bobsleigh 

run on the Olympic course, hiking, biking, swimming, summer tobogganing, a trip down a 

slat mine and a lot of McDonalds 

And that was in addition to wide games, silly sports, scout craft, Chinese cooking, pancakes, 

air rifles, archery and more. 

Over 50 super scouts and a brilliant team of volunteer leaders making it happen. 

Trustees 

MR JOHN BLAIR POTTER 

MR PHILIP COLE 

MRS HELEN ARMSTRONG 

MRS ELIZABETH JONES (Treasurer) 

MRS LISA STRATFORD 

MRS KEELEY DAWE 

MR CHRIS ELMER 

DR CHRISTOPHER MARTIN (Secretary) 

MR ADAM YOUNG 

MR DAVE BARBER 

MR OLIVER COLVILLE 
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